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HE Yandsis are a People inhabiting the Vallies of the 
Alpes between France and Itah : They derive their 
Name from Yals a Valley, becauſe they are all 
Vallies where they inhabit, ſurrounded with high 
and ſteep Mountains ; and not from Peter Falde, as 
ſome imagine, a rich Merchant of Zioms, who being invited 
with others to a ſumptuous Feaſt, one of the Company was 
truck gs wy/ dead, which made ſuch an Impreſſion upon the 
Mind of this ſober Man, that he went and ſold his Eſtate, di- 
ſtributed it to the Poor, and applied himſelf the reſt of his 
days not only to the ſtudy of the Word of God, but alſo to 
the communicating and preaching it to others. It ſeems, by 
the Relation that we have from the Romiſh Writers of thoſe - 
days, this Waldo approved not the Errors and Corruptions of 
the Church and Clergy of Rome : Bur in the beginning of thoſe 
Abominations, this good Man was one of the moſt remarkable 

Champions of the Truthz for he publickly declared againſt 
the horrid Abuſes at that time and a lircle before crept into the 

Romiſh Church tor which reaſon, being perſecuted by his 
Enemies, he fled into theſe Vallies, and was received as one of 
their moſt zealous and learned Preachers. It is generally confeſt, 
and- by all the learned Men in that Neighbourhood, that theſe 
V audois never would ſuffer themſelves ro be corrupted by, nor 
drawn into the Errors of the Church of Rome: And that from 

. the time of the holy Apoſtles they have always been of the 
ſame Religion that they are of now. In the beginning of our 

general Reformation we know that they readily imbraced the 

Dog ines of Calvin and Zwinglizs, noted and famous Refor- 
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HE Vaudeis are a People inhabiting the Vallies of the 
Alpes between France and Itah : y derive. their 
Name from Yals a Valley, becauſe they are' all 
Vallies where they inhabir, ſurrounded with high 

- _ and ſtrep Mountains 3 and nor from Peter aldo, as 

ſome 1 imagine, 'a rich Merchant of LZ5os, who being invited 


with others to a ſumptuous Feaſt, one of the Company: was 
ſtruck ſaddenl ly ly dead, which made ſuch an Impreſſion upon the 
Mind of this ſober Man, that he went and fol his Eſtare,- di- 
ftributed it to the Poor, and applied himfelf the reſt of 
days not only to the ſtudy of the Word of God, Jag | 
the communicating and preaching it. to others. It: ms, by 
the Relation that we have from the Romiſh Writers of thoſe 
days, this s/o approved not the Errors and Corruptions 'of 
> the Church and Clergy of Rome : But in the beginning Yof hoſe 
'1 Abominations, this good Man was one of the moſt n dep ip to 
Champions of the "Truth; for he. Rn blickly declared againſt 
| thehorrid | Abuſes at that time and a lirtle before crept intg the 
*Romiſh Church; for which reaſon, being perſeeuced. by | his 


"Enemies; he fled into theſe Vallies, and was © ebeived as ns 
their moſt zealous and learned erties Itis ML] on og Agr confeſt, 
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(47) 
mers; and joyning themſelves to their Communion, have ever 
fince been owned as Brethren. | 
-- Now-l judg;” that tho there may have been in theſe Vallies 
always-ſome -profeſling their Religion, yet I believe that this 
remote Corner of- the World never began to be PROnh and 
to be improved till about the Year 1100. after Chriſt, when 
theRotiſh Religion ſent ſuch vaſt Armies, phetendedly againſt 
the Infidels, to deſtroy the Mlbigenſes in Provence, and the adja- 
cent Countries- The Remnant of theſe poor Chriſtians, who 
eſcaped from the Futy 'of the Sword, fled into'theſe Vallies na- 
eurally fortified, and there ſuſtained themſelves and Families 
by- their | Induſtry and Labours, by improving and manuring 
every Corner in the moſt advantageons manner. However, it 
is moſt certain, that they and their Religion are yery antient 3 , 
that none can find. upon Record when they firſt began; and 

it they have continued there never moleſted till our late Ages; 

at their former Princes were always very kind to them, and 
y. very dutiful to the Dukes of. Sawy.. But about the Year 
1654. their Numbers being ſtrangely increaſed, ſome of 
them, by the Bleſſing of God and their honeſt Labours, at- 
tained to that Wealth as to purchaſe ſome Eſtates in the lower 
Parts. of $«v9y: which. being taken notice of by the Enemy, it 
cauſed-chem to ſolicite the ro command them to go to 


Maſs; heir refuſal he baniſhed them out of their Habi- 
rations md Eats Some of them in 1655. took up Arms, 
' and couragiouſly defended themſelves agand the Duke's Power 
d by. the French : They killed in diverſe Rencounters ma- 
ny thouſands of their Enemies with little. or no Loſs, and were 
led v C ametz, and others. - And if they had continued in 
a' defiance of their, Enemies, all united rogerher, they might 
- probably have continued with Succeſs: But what their Adver- 
aries conld not. accompliſh by Strength, they endeavqured to 
perform, by Cunning. They pretended to grant them, Peace, 
Eh under that colour they. got into: their Vallies, burar and 
'Kill'd. thoſe poor. credulous . eople. © Sir Samwel Morland, (ent 
-thi Fe late Fore !\thhgch pe bag, Il us : OE Fane 
b .dum Ot-.th -barba rous ruelties of . e a Mn thete. 
-, .nakedChriſtians: Some they droild alive ſome the caſtineo 
"-*% burning Furnaces, others they forc'd down, the beep Recs | 


| (3, » 
ſore they: diſmetber'd,- others they ragged boat” the Streets 
with Mules till-cheir Brains were daſhd out, others they 
"hang'd about the Country. In ſhort, whatſoever Barbarity and 
ſavage Cruelty could invent, chey inflicted upon theſe innocent 
eople. We have a Liſt of: the Names. of ſuch as ſuſſtred 
Martyrdom for their Religion, and-were put to Death at that 
time by ſeveral kinds of Torments. Ar laſt the ſmall Remains 
took up Arms. again, and retreated into the moſt fortified 
Places, where. in {1ght of their Enemies they continued till a 
Peace .was mediated for them by the Proteſtant Princes of 
Germany, and the Swits Cantons. And this is remarkable, that 
tho theſe. poor. Fawavir were always faithful to their Dukes, 
and never rebelVd againſt them tor. all the: Hardſhips that 
were put upon them till denied the liberty of their Religion; 
yet their Enemies publiſhed abroad, that the Severity of their 
Treatment was: for Rebellion, and not upon the leaſt account 
of Religion : Neither would they own any of the Cruelties 
exerciſed and committed by their Agents as true. 

My purpole at this preſent is, to give a punctual account of 
what was ated amongſt -theſe our poor Brethren fince the Year 
2686, Some Years before, the violent Perſecution all over 
France had made a grievous Ravage and a terrible Deſtruction : 
The French King had: burnt up the Proteſtant-Churches, forc'd 
them to. abjure and renounce their Religion; obliged them to 

to Maſs, and {1ga a Renunciation:; ſuch as refufed were 
- plundered by the Dragoons, or driven to ſeek Safety in foreign 
Countries. The Peplecucion reſted not in Fravce, but paſt over 
the Ap: amongſt theſe Yaudeis, who-alfo felt the -Craelty of 
their reſtleſs Enemies... b 

There were three, great. Vallies inhabited by theſe People; 
to which belonged theſe ſeveral Churches here named. | 
- In the Valley of Zacerne were Bobi, Vilar, la Tour, Angyogne, . 
St, fobn - Reras, Praruſtin, and Kocheplate,: all populous Congre- 
gations, having: their..ſeveral Churcheserected, -and their feve- | 
ral: Miniſters. | 1 Fac F 
In the Valley. of Peros/e.were the following Congregations; 
Pramol, St. Germain, | Vila, Pivache, La \Chappel; © Pomare, -od 
Arvers 4c. Pinache. U KB | 
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the French Dominion, within the Province of Dauphine, and 
noÞ under che Dake of -Savg. 

The: French:Kiog ' fehe ro the: Duke co requite him to baniſh 
and petſecuite: his Subjects in thefe three Vallies : He began in 
obedience to. the-Orders of the Court of _Fraxce, to-deny 
them- the Liberty of their Religion,” and to command.them 
19 'g0: to. Maſs. When they-conld not-comply with cheſe In- 
junions, they: were ordered to depart out of their 


were impoſed'updtr them. 'This happend about the ninth- of 
A4ay 1686, Ir 1s imagined that the. French King, having vaſt 
Deligns of inyaing Italy, was afraid that theſe couragious 
 Fanacrs would put a: ſtop rothe p of his Troops in-their 


March, which =_— could eaſily. co. it they were but counte- 


- *Warrant to juſtify their RG This fear -being the more in- 
. creaſed by the Odinm the Freach King knew he had incurred for 
his Violences upon their Bretbren'of the ſame Religion, his na- 
rural Subjects, he ſoughc alſo their ruin, and ſtrived=to have 
them- expelled out of theſe Vallies: for that intent Proclama- 
tions were diſpatch'd one afcer'another : in the Duke's Name, 
$0 command all thoſe that would not join to the Communion 
:Rame, to depart out . of the ' Vallies within (uch'. a time. 
n the Duke-found no ready Obedience to his Orders, he 
6 -marched with a- conſiderable Army to oblige them force. 
Fe” EL Inhabitants at firſt began to. reſiſt, and for three 
/- -Tended the Paſſes againſt" the Dake's whole Army, he being 


them, PREY many.of the Duke's 


= y. were 4d wp's $a of the ProuBants,” Ac:the 
e time LE Brigade © French under a French+General 
s: OY of St; Germaine. with no Tuccels. 


ſo. 'well, that > wt or Duke Booting 
h Forces could make any Progreſs againſt Cc 
IR People OI Ta OT | 


"There is. another: Valley. called Pragela, but that is-under 


with their Wives'and''Childrens ' and: ſeveral other. Severiries | 


nanced by / the Avurttiority of their Prince, and had bur- his 


de- 
pave in- Perſon at Argragee in the Valley of Zucerne,” Divers 
Skirmiſhes hap! 


waded ithem f6 vield to:-his: 
and Liberty : But as ſoon 
is {ns rodeo into the :Vallies, and "had poſteft 
dives: bo the thong 15a they : ind doe, the Goods''of 
and drove ear Companies; and: 
ſhut then; che: Men and An Wontes "their! licrle oe Hang] 
into-'thirteen Priſons: Two thouſand of the bigger 'Children 
were violently "'taken' from their Parents; and diſpofed-of ar 
the Pleaſure of the Commanders. - Ir the Priſons they 'were: 
pre Dow pbegeet ml > and YE! ora td: 
ces © ©, eral were crue ge''de- 

ores infornuch that within a few Weeks eleven hundred : 
or naked Wretches, who had been ſtript by the 
we rod "Clothes, plundered of their Subſtance- and 
Elirs and reduced' to: a ſad Condition, - died cinagyeax 
And'to laften their Deaths, and leſſen their Numbers, they. - 
made” uſe of. ſeveral violetic methods. They fed them __ : 
Bredd 'and "Water, and mingied amongſt the Bread hor Lime, 
to "darn cheir Gurs and poiſon them. 'Some were Pur to death - 
fon by ftrangling, and fome by other kinds of Barbarity.” . 
7 be theſe iculars were concealed from the Duke's - 
: Bac there was nothing of Inbumanicy left” gn- - 
—_— ppy | People when they" were: in;their - 
—_—_ not Agents, excited by a Popiſh . 
perfecute; to torment and plague theſe poor - 


* Ds Duke heard of 'the great Mortality that was - 


Nh Act theſe People, for fear the reft ſhould all 
Eg Jo br Odium upon him: __ 


and. com> © 


forthwitls - 
fas half ſtarved; . 
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it . may be  .. 
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theſe + pot Proteſtarits| was moſt 

taken noticeiof by the French King and his A 

i angry at their civil Recrprio, that they 
nana that ;it was their - Mags bes wn 

ay.all thoſe Refuj 

Fe) the reach Cruelty follow 'rhem o-; 

The: poor :Souls were driven from m.-theyce pi 

where the Cantons were ſo kind that: they ine Sos 

_ ovided- for them all Neceſſaries _— aye os and 

half: And tho'the Country is but. -Hoor, Ugg | 
a their Charity to theſe diſtreſſed Prot 
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lour and Reſolution of forty two Men in the Valley of Los 
and rwenty five others in that of St; Martin, who fſeei ſeeing What 
Cruelties| were exerciſed 'by the Army againſt their eigh- 
bours/and' Brethren,” and what they wete likely -to exp 

the inraged Papiſts if they. ſhould fall into-their hand 22rced. 
together to poſt themſelves in ſome. place of difficult — 
and there to fell their Lives at a dear rate, not out of any 
hopes of Safety or Eſcape. ; Accordingly. wi ther Arms .and 
Ammunition: the two Parties got. ava om the furious A 
eſitering: into-the -Vallies,” -And-when- they were- aflax 
without the loſs of one Man, they- killed ſome hundreds of 2 
Enemy : So that the French and Savoyards deſpaired. of 
able to Toe them. Ar = b heh nnd 0! ere IN 


ih Bag 
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lingly ex- , 
ble 'mariner; -till they reſolved to! return by: force 1nto, their-* 


But one Paſlage 1 muſt not forget, of the extraordinary. Va- | 
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y-Papiſts; when we are 4a” Power to defend our; ſelves: 
nd not to make we of the opportunity, ,when Gody: Provi- 
dence and the” Vaws of the' Land inable.us; and Necefficy 
_ requires us to employ-it, is a- folly, if not a madnefs, thar'no 
pretence 'of 'Confcience 'or. Loyalty can excuſe; Martyrdom 
15 ofily -ſeaſonable- when the -Publick is not .concerned, and 
we ae {ingled" ont: by : Providence” to ſeal che Trurch' of-our Þ 
Profeſſion.” 'But-ſhalt'a'Kingdom or -publick Society: forſake - .. 
cheir Safety! and Religion, and deliver all that /is. ſacred and 
dear* unto them in the World, and their Wives and *Chil- 
drens Lives 'and-Conſciences into the barbarous hands of -a 
company © of -unreaſonable :Men, - warranted . by . a bigotted 
Prince ? ' Shall: we: forger”-all our 'Obligarions to. God: and 
Nature, and ſoffer a fooliſh -Loyalty +to carry us away. to:a 
certaini-Deſtru&ion,” when we may lawfully prevent it /by 
Reſolution and « ? Whatever have been the Doctrines' 
preached and publiſhed in the former Reigns, of Non-refiſtance 
aad Paſſive Obedience, ' I could never underſtand. that Chriſt 


8 and his bleſſed ' Apoſtles had- ever a defign to make: us ſuch 
. 

; ] nebs; 

2 che” Sword; :our of! We: 

a liant in fight, tirned>'ro: 

oy /-ther© were: more 'of- 
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ole Endeavours of. his couragious 
Servants, as in-the caſe of this handful aw, Who by their 
Valour purchaſed to : themiſelves Peay Wes con oe nn 
q is-n0i ſmall ;:Encourigement- to; their Brethren, to 
| follow: their-vertiots. Example: -in acts &hs: © in times 
; of :danger.i ?Tis-vſual, +4: copfels;- for the. 1dolizers of Sove- 
raign, Power to brand fuck Men with Rebellion, becauſe they 
would willingly exerciſe their 'Tyrannical-Pleaſure upon them 
without controul, and at a cheaper Tate. \But.if we take no- 
tice; that the: moſt innotent; Actibns; and: the nobleſt :Deeds 
are uſually :ſullied: DR blak'd'by the Etrvy # Moles 
of: Men;:we-ſhall | find; !reafon enough /co exempr' m” this 
- Imputation a great many, and our Ki in pricalr -1n 
relarion to' the late: evolution, - 


cown'the' = 


Nene, | 

har an RG be they'd wet Rebellion? All 100 
of lawfal Monarchs their ilte gal Cominands, is neither: rebellious 
before) = whole Nation: ought not" to: be 
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en £< were conveyed: mto zer an £44 
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trheif own 165; and't vert 
try, namefous Anhabirants/'tho civil, 7 Ho he i 
ro them, conld net bur make them chifk” of rrafifplanting them- 
ſelves into ſome offier-Country. ' Providence 'offeted them a 
fair Invitation'to return into/their xr A \ Duke of -Savoy 
finding the Defigns of France tending 'to Oppreſſioh+ of 
a}l the Dong, /Pritices;! was Selina to vi the 
Confederates he'exorbitane Power of Lewis, thothe Ye- 
clred not - Tirfelf til afictwards #nd by chat means he was 
not averſe tothe Reſtoration-of the Vandss, and perhaps. wil- 
ling of the Affiſtance' of ſuch brave Men'againft Pignere!, and 
other adjacent Gariſons,under the French Jurt(dition. Abour 
fix bundred of- theſe Fade For together 'privately'in a ood 
of Switze#land. common! y called Non;, where they mn 
and rendevouzed; and choſe a Perſon”of -known'”Zea!l, Skill, 
Inchuy and Courage, whole Name, for his Valour and Suffer- 
ings deſerves ro be tranſmitted to Poſteriry ; 'twas a Miniſter 
of their Vallies called Monfieur Henry © 4r1wid,>1whio Was "hi. | 
named Za'Towy :: He firſt took "an occaſion to Yay” before Np 
the Crudty of their Enemies, the Neceflities*to which 
and their Families were reduced, the Opportunity of recovering 
their own Country, the Cowardiſe and Cruglcies of their Ad. 
verfanies, their own former Succeſſes oe brave Exploits, atid 
the of God'thit would: infallibl CIR Uixit 'verruons 
vours: And by" this" jr oh hy Þ a Fc 
lous Prayer to God ro aflift” them'ih'* 
chem in 'fuch 2; manner, that they. bogs ro whe ra 
Numbers nor Enemies, Hes Ate ro march 'agzinft all Oopofericn. | 
' They were JONI Forſtibed by the / | oo ſome 6f the 
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| Frepch Commander, having notice of their Dolign, got together 
Fre. X four ring of .the Re aula ar-'Froops,- belades 
ed Mil il belind (20) Hop their Paſſage: Accordingly 
bg oſterhi etzenchments, at a noted Bridg over 
chey-. muſt. needs paſs, which, leads over the, River. Ls 
bom the. Name of the Bridg i is Salebertrams in Dauphine, The 
Marqueſs waited for them. in his haſty Fortifications with all his 
' Men, being, Infantry, .ready to diſpute the Paſſage. Monſieur 
de ls Towr Fo Genera] or,Coionel of the Faudes; had divided 
his hangfyl of Men. into panies, «and, appointed aver each - 
3 olute- and ſtout Officers as could act as-well. as. ſpeak, 
and Ee an Example of undaunted Courage to, the reſt. The 
Diſpuce/laſted ſome hours berween the Marqueſs and the Yardois, 
but at lat Monſieur 4de-/a Towr marches over the Bridg, and at 
the "7 of his Party, forces their Trenches, woundsthe Mar- 


ig two places in-his right, Arm,. kills about' 500 Men, and 
es. about-as. many more, and forc'd-all the-reſt to run 
”_ to fave themſelyes. The Marqueſs fled to Briarſos 3. but 
thinking himſelf not ſafe ſo near the Victors, and fearing per- 
haps that oy. would attempt to plunder a neighbouring Town, 
he. paſſed thence to 4mbru», afterwards to Gap, and from thence 
went: .t0 'Grengble to be, cured of - his Wougds,. and ſecure hin- 
| The Yaxdois hav ring clothed.chemſelves with the.Spoils of 
We tea and wounded, proceeded in their Journey, he loſt 
ir.this- Aion only 22 of. their Number : fo. viſible, or rather 
HRrIGLO0s was the "Hand of. God in. their Preſervation! They 
ve raken and plundered. the next. Towns forſaken. by 
To ; Re, r uels, but thei, purpoſe Was not to.invade other 


ts, Mt only to BOVe bogged: on, marched. 
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their Lands wirhGorni -bur before they (cond reap and carry 
it:away, theſe-unwelcome Gueſts the old Proprietors came back 
ro remove them, and drive them our. Notwithſtanding all rhe 
Oppoſition; Monfieur Lea Tozr with his ſtout Party recovers firſt 
all the Valley. of &r,4arrin, :and eommanded from thence the 
Uſurpers and Strangers and' having cleared / that Valley, he. 
went from thence to' Lacern: and Peronſe, and-within a few days - 
('ris almoſt incredible) maugre all che Oppoſition of the French 
Pewer, andthe Inhabirants of S2vy, this ſmall Company with 
little loſs of Men'gained-a]l: their Vallies, drove from thence all 
Papiſts-with their: Prieſts'and Friars, to the great adrr.iration'ot 
their Neighbours. -Xerophons's March through Aſia is net more 
wonderful than this of Monſieur La Toxr into the Vallies of 
Piedmont. Monfteur de'Chatillon's Eſcape and: fafe Retreat with 
his brave Companions through the middle of F-a»ce, after the 
total defeat of the ' German Army in the day of Henry the Third, 
related by Davila, js not more ſtrange than this,' nor to be com+ 
pared to the Succeſs of Monſieur Za Towr :' To encounter with 
ſuch- a ſtrong Oppoſition; ſo numerous a Party, with ſuch a 
diſadvantage of-a River and Trenches, and a narrow Bride, 
co overcome ſuch vaſt Numbers with fuch a kandfal of Men, . 
and with fo ſmall a loſs, we muſt needs confeſs that the Action 
is unaccountable, if it: were-nort that' we know that all Victory 
depends'npon God, and that-he can give it to a ſmall number 
as. well'as*a great, and -that Bullets have their Commiſſion 
from above, and that without a Warrant. from him w ho dif: 
poſes of our Lives, :they cannot harm us. Now we muſt take 
notice, that theſe valiant Men having a good Cauſe -rook good 
meaſures > They had a Law 'amoengttthemfelves nor to- moleſt 
or hurt any but ſuch as oppoſed them in their 'March, never -to 
ftrike the-firſt ſtroke, bur co be upon the defenfive part, and.to 
pay for whatſoeverthey-took fromthe Country People. So that 
the French Subjects loſtnot ſo muchas aHen or a Ceck in all their 
March.- _ As:{0en as they: were arrived, and haddriven away the 
Strangers, they-began to-preach again in their:ſeveral Cliurches. 
Monfieur £+Towr was the firſt +whoy having reſtored them by 
the Divine Aſſiftance- ro their Country,” began with a'Thank{- | 
giving. Fereyon' to the Lord of: Victory,” and concluded with: 
att Exhortation to continue /ſtourt.and Redfaſt:rgtheiy RUS. 
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d Caule,. Now theſe Chutches had - beeni 
Pupilts bo the laying « of Maſg,- which A 


ryerted by the 
was: by 


their recovery of the Vallies totally excluded.- 
Ne: parng hg. 20d; wonderful Succeſs of this lirtle 
Nt po Fred of. France with Amazement, 
Ge wa conld//\nbt:but- be: ſtactled ar it. Bur 


2 
rk ders-were. iy; fo giveri to aſfift the Duke in expelling 
theſe new. Gueſts; . Monſgeur Catirat the French 'General had 
a Command to, ſend; Troops | ro join with the Dake's Party:: 
He . ſent. a- Reiforgement of Men conſiderable. When the 
V axgais heard of the: coming :6t-ſuch a” ſtro : Party, '{ome 
out. of, fear; having-been- Subjefs'of Frente, and went 
away:'from. the Body : And the reſt conſidering their number, 
which was but few, for,there remained but 357. and of them 
there were 12 very old Men, and 1 ob Youths, and ſome Coun- 
try Fellows who never handied -Gun- nor Sword,” to ſecure 
themlelves , retreated-/'to - the ſtrongeſt place chey could 
chiak, upon, which was in. the Valley ; Se. Martin, a certain 
Mountaia not far 'from the Borgdgrs of Fraxce, named Balflle, 
where - on the top they began intrench .. themſelves with 
three or four Retrenchments one-within another, and'there they 
digd Habitations- in;$he ground to: ſhelter them from the-Cold 
the Snow, having :Palliſado's round to! defend thermſelves 
when they ſhould-be aſſaulted, and to prevent ſudden Atremprs. 
*T was not long' before they faw the Enemy marching agairſt 
them : Burt in this place they: continued' abouteight "Months 
with continual Skirmiſhes with-the French. They g's «4 
reckon eighteen; ſeveral Aſſaules: that: were mide Teninre 
ſelves 


WAY Regular Troops, and they as ofren deferided 
lui the Enemy aever came upon them, but 


wich good Sax 
is remark 

behiad four. or- five -hundred dead or difabled, bar the- 
Fandeis never had. above :three ror! four- kilied' and wounded. 
Now'tis onraodiacite hears who had'\node ce 
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as pretios upon them, 


And ſee what 


. 


WARE of vip ys 
Divine Preſetvation,” that the 'Poiyer of Fravce' and Savvy the- 
ver attempted upon. them, but went away with conſiderable” 
loſs. Nay, when they faw .that "their Muskets made no Im- 
yy cauſed their Cannon'to' be by 
rom. Pignerol, and .in five hours time diſcharged againſt this 
handful of Proteſtants 114, Cannon-ſhot without, the keaſt 
damage to any of them. rg fpgshavincy 
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is to. be obſerved, to terrify the Enemy the more, when 

they. had beaten them off, the Yandois did not- only ſtrip the 

Dead and rake the Plunder of the Field, bur .they ufed to cur 

off the” Heads of the deſtroy'd Enemy, and ſtick them round 

the Pallifado's, that their Comrades might perceive their” Loſs, 
they were to expec from ſach brave Men. 

We mult not forget a wonderful Ac of Providence in pro- 


- viding fot theſe poor People in ſuch a barren Country. The 


Sayoyards had ſown the ground with: Corn before their depar- 
cure, but.could have no time to reap the ſame; becaufe of che 
unexpected coming of theſe unwelcome Gueſts, who drove them 


immediately out ; they. found therefore a great. quantity of 


good Corn. not” reaped, which, as they had occaſion for it, 
they took to ſuſtain themſelves : Bur when the Enemy came 
upon them they had not time to make Proviſton;, ſo that their 
chief buſineſs was to handle their Arms, and: to defend them- 


ſelves in their high Retreat. By this means it. happened thar 


the Corn remained all the Winter upon the ground; where they 
found it always fit for Service when they wanted 3 nay, ſome, 
they affirm, ccntinued 18 Months without any damage, both 
Wheat, Rye and Batley they gathered in February, arch and 
April following, and miade-good Bread of it to their great 
Comfott. This is atceſted by Monſſeur Arno/d and others: By 
this we may ſee what God can do for the Affiſtance and Re- 
lief of his People who truſt in him. And it happened be- 
fore they gathered the laſt, that a Snow fell upon the ground 
and Corn and covered ir, but affer foltgwed ſome dry and hor 
Breezes thar hardned the Corn, and made it fit for_uſe in the 
Months. of ab _ April : So rhac ſome. continued. ripe 
upon. the, ound 'fe era Moths Withont damage. So: tinex- 
ecedly did the Providence of God provide for them in their 
forlorn Condition, in a Country where "they could "ww yo | 

UPPLY 
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from. the. Neighbourhood, being.;belieged by a-power-; 


.Now, 1n theſe ſeveral Aſſaults, Monſieur Catinat bimfelf came 
everal times, and Monſieur Feagsiere;;two of the chief Com-. 
nders of the. French Army, with 1 pag Parties :to 
Tault and” root pot this ſmall handfiil of, Men. Ar. laſt there 
came an Ofder from the Court of 'France to make anocher At-. 
tempt upon.them,. and. to deſtroy them, and give no Quarter. 
In-order to ſuch a Dehign Monſieur Parat, 2 bold and reſolute. 
Officer of the French Army, was nominated to command the 
Party. Belore their departure from Pignerol, they cauſed to be 
Prociined about the City, :That if any would have the Sariſ- 
faction to ſee. the laſt of the Barbers (a Nick-name F er to. 
the Yaxdois becauſe they uſed to weat long Beards) that they” 
(hould go into .the Vallies about the next 'day -at Noon, and 
there they ſhould ſee them all hanging by Couples together. 
For that purpoſe Monficur Parat had provided and brought 
with him 2 Hang-man from P3gnere/ with a great-many Ropes, to 
execute theſe poor Men. The Enemy was ſo numerous, that 
they furrounded the Mountain of. B4/jle, and came upon theſe 

__ diſtreſſed Proteſtants from all parts at one timez yet they 

- manfully.detended themſelves all day, and at a certain Avenue 

- they cat down. ſome Trees with the Boughs towards the Ene- 
my, having filled up the Intervals 'between the Boughs with 

- great Stones. _ Monſieur Para: at the head of. his Compan 
came furiouſly on, bur bang i wounded, -he himſelf 

- was rakeb Priſoner, and about 1500 killed upon rhe place, 
With the.loſs of two. killed, and rwo or three diſabled of the 
Fandois : Whereas at the Afaulc Orders were given .to ſpare 
none, and to allow no Quarter. The. French never attempted 
upon them _under. 12000 Men, yet ſo. wonderful was God's 
ProteQion, that all their Endeavaurs were to no parpoſe | 

- Bur theſe poor Creatures thus belieged, when they ſaw- 

_ "themſelves ſurrounded by the Enemy, after they "had: ſtgutly 
defended themfelves a whole 'day, reloyves gpon, a defperace 
Atrempt. to eſcape in the night. out of .cheir' Faſtoeſs by the 
oſt ptivate way : And they were encouraged to this Ulnder- 

exking; oy he joyful News that their Duke. had declared fot 
the deraces. To put this Deſign inexecution, they begro 


- 


F 


i 


(49/) F/ 

4 time of the Wiihe,vovie High Rocks 
ey were oblized to lift aff and hand 'ong 
| gerous- to. go that way in the Day» 
fime, | bur much m the Nights yet fo favourable way 
God to theſe 'his' diftrefled Servants, *that they eſcaped (afe 
without any _ over this ſtrange way, and within Piſtol- 
ſhor 'of ſome the "Enemies Guards, - utperceived ; They 
marched with all fpeed over" the tops of the Mountains to 
Redorer, and from thence to Prals and Pramet, and from thence 
to 'Lacern, where they met with Affiſtance : 'For| when their 
Brethten had underſtood by the common Faine' of their brave 
Actions, and that they were eſcaped out of the hands of ther? 
* Enemies, there came to them to makeup the Number of 'be- 
tween three or four thouſand into the Valley of Zucerr, 
With this Number they ſtopt the Progreſs of the French Army 
of Monſieur Catinat, and kept them out 'of the low Country 
till a-greacer Reinforcement came from France : They. were (6 
ſtout and conragious, that they obliged all the French Country, / 
as far 2s Ambrun m Dawphine, to- pay them Cotitriburions. 
They levied yearly 14000 Livres, with which Money” the 
ſuſtained themſelves during ſeven years that they were engaged 
againſt che French. Neicher could the-French Army makeany 
progreſs into Saw; for from' Nice to Pignerol all the Piflages 
were- kept by theſe Yaxdsis and French Refugees. IF rhe reſt 
of the Confederate Army had behaved themſelves in ze ſame 
manner, «not one French-man had eſcaped alive out of that 
Country. The Duke of Szvsy acknowledg'd thar they had done 
him great Services, that they were brave and worthy Men: 
Yet now at the Command of the French Courr/he hath iſſued 
forth his Proclamations to order thar' all ſuch Perſons as were 
nor born within the Vallies of Licern and 5: Martin, ſhould 
within two Months depart out of the Country- with their 
Wives and Children, and that all Proteſtants ſhould within 
the ſame time leave the Valley of Perowſe. Upon this Order, 
3000: edthemmſelves todepart; for it was a VainPreſumps 
ton cothink to' defend? themſelves any” oe RT Power 

" Fraiinited' with Savoy. '' They left therefore the Counti 

nd ware with their Families co their antienteſt and moſt a 
* eva, -and ” ag thence they returned into 
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The number of theſe our Brethren who are now-intending 
to tranſplant themſelves into Germayy are reckoned to be about 


\" ſeven or eight thouſand Men, Women and Children: for they 
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\,are not only of the Vallies, but other French Refugees of 
France, who have forſaken, and are fled out of their Country 
ivy Conſcience and Religion ſake. We muſt take notice that 
yetin the Vallies there remains about {1x thouſand poor Pro- 
teſtaats under 'a grievous Oppreſlion,.,at the Mercy of their 

nenxes, /in continual 'fear of courfer and more ſevere Uſage 
from their unreconcileable Enemies of Rowe, « 

When.,we conſider how ſincere and. ſtedfaſt they have been 
to aur R&igion, 'and their great Sufferings from time to time 
for their Profeſſion, we bave reaſon to eſteem them. 'Tis to 
be- proved - by Record, that the Inhabicants of theſe  Vallies 
have ſuffered three and' thirty Perſecutions for their Perſwaſion 
2gainſt Popery.* And their '/Courage in their Defence | hath 
been fo remarkable, that tho Orders were fent from the Court 
of France to extirpate the Memory of the Faxdeis, they re- 
ſiſted ſo- mantully, and - prevailed with that Succefs, that Ca- 
tnat the French General was forced to ſend them. a,Cartel, and 
_ grant them Articles of War as-to Soveraign. Princes. So, tha 
when. 2a 14 of their Brethren were taken Pralaners.-1 

. certain Skirmiſh they hearing, they wereabus 
 £qg0n and hanging, {ent ward co.,the:F 
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ſhould pur them to. 


them to death, they would ' likewiſe hang 
" of the French then in their Cuſtody 3 which Meſſage 
pat a ſtop to their Cruelty, and obliged the French to con+ 
fent roan Exchanges by this means they were ſent out of the 
French Priſons without che leaſt harm or damage. 


Thus having given you a brief and true, tho a ſtrange and 
wonderful account, of "the late - TranſaRions, and © brave 
Exploits of the Yaxdeis, 1 ſhall only give you this ſeaſonable 
Advice, for your better Encouragement to imitate the worthy 
Examples iof theſe Couragious Men, in ſtanding up for your 
Religion'and Caule, whenever the like occaſion. may happen 
among us. "7 | 

In the firſt place, let us conſider and admire the great and mi- 
raculous' Providence of God, in preferving and "raiſing up 
King miliam for our happy Deliverance from an Arbitrary 
Power, even/at that very juncture of time, when our Lives, 
-our Eſtates, our Liberties, our Laws, - our- Religion, and: all 
_ that ſeem'd to contribute exher to our Temporal or Spiritual 
Happineſs, lay at ſtake. ' - © - 

Secondly; Ler us continually meditate! upon, and keep in 
our Remembrance his many wonderful Eſcapes (fince his firſt 
Acceſſion' to: the Crown )-.from the. bloody Conſpiracies of 
his malitious Edemies;: which were ſo nearly effected upon his 
facred Perſon,; that nothing but the-infinite Widom and Power 
of Almighty God could have diſcovered, or defeated thern. 
In gps + ſenſe of theſe, and all other God's Favours. 
to us, together with the fervent Aﬀections that- are thereby 
kindled in ſome, tho not in all our Hearts, never cool, or fink 
down. into Forgetiulneſs, -or Ingraticude ;. but_ racher_ let, 'em 
produce in every one of us ſuch firm Reſolutions-of a future: 
Thankfulneſs and Obedience, that we may-conſtantly perſevere 
in the ſame; and in imitation of the Examples of theſe ſtour 
V audois, and wp. for the Honour of our Maſter. Chriſt, when: 
the Intereſt of hi; ſhall: require it :. for it ſeems ir 


Religion 
was not only for their ſelf-preſervation that they behaved: . 
themſelves thus couragiouſly, and that all theſe forementioned: 


Severiges were impoſed u 


Ole them, bart it was chiefly. to vin-- 
, dicate the Truth of the C un 
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the real doing of 'which, we dp not in the:Wgſ apſyter the 


pitious Eads ot Divine Providence 89 us, ngichea gan we e 


iealonably expeck any Favour at his'hands. " il, s : 

- \n order-therefore to a bu{zne(s -of {a great; Importly 
vs wholly abandan-thoſe =o Sins.of the Nation, whth 
do juſtly deſerve the Vengeance of ai.offended God.z per- 
perually yielding unto our Gracious Soveraign 81]:erue E6xzly 
and Obedience : fo ſhall we be - the better qualified 36. 'main- 
tain our Caule and Rights againſt all Invaſtons: whatfotyer; 
and all our Undertakings of this kind will undobbredly he 
attended wich a Divine Afiſtance. I might add a great deil 
more upon this occa{to0n, but I (hall omit it, and only tel] you, 
that I admire at the Inconlfiderancy of ſome Men that bore 
great {way in the late Reign, that were, and do ſtill ſeem to 
be zealous Profeflors of the Proteſtant Religion, yer do con- 
tinue utterly averſe to the preſent Government : Whatever 
may be-in the Minds ot theſe People, God knows : but this 
15 moſt certain, that by a Revolution, which they do fo earneſt- 
ly deſire, we that are ſincerely of that Profeſſion, can expect 
nothing but a total Deprivation of all that we now enjoy. 
Let us therefore, I ſay, that Kethroughly ſenſible of the won- | 
derful things Soar eng. | + = opp cob agen and many 
Provocations ) that God-has all Along done for us in our Pre- 
ſervation from our Enemies, .remain grateful and obedient, 
and- ſhew forth his Praife from Generation to Generation. 
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